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— They have kept thy Word. 


and heavenly prayer, which Chriſt our great 

high prieſt offered up to God his father, when 

he was about to offer up himſelf a ſacrifice to 
ſatisfy divine juſtice for the ſins of his people; which 
gracious prayer is contained in this chapter, the firſt 
part of which concerns himſelf. He prays to his fa- 
ther, that he would aſſiſt and glorify him now in his 
ſufferings, which were near approaching; that he 
might not diſhonour his father's name. The hour of 


| T HE SE words are contained in that divine 


| his ſufferings, abaſement and death was at hand; 


therefore he prays, that his father would ſupport him 
in his agony and on the croſs, that he might not yield 
to temptation; and furthermore he prays ; for himſelf, 
that, as he had glorified his father in this world, 
his father would glorify him, not only in his ſufferings 
and abaſement, but in his reſurrection, aſcenſion, and 
ſeſſon at his own right hand. 

3 CuxlsT 
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CHRIST not only intercedes for himſelf, but for his 
diſciples and followers to the end 'of the world, that 
God would preſerve them from Satan; for union a- 
mong them, that they may all ſpeak and do the ſame 


thing, that there may be no errors, difference or di- 


viſion among them; but that they may be one in doc- 
trine, worſhip and government, and that God would 
ſanctify them by his ruth ; And 2 Chriſt and 
his people are not to be ſeparated; he prays that where 
the one 1s, there the other may be alſo: Father, I will, 
ſaith he, that they alſo, wham thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold my glory. | 


Now ſome of the arguments and motives, which 
our Saviour uſeth to enforce his petitions in behalf of 
his people, are ſuch as theſe, becauſe he had manifeſted, 
God's name unto them, and they knew him ; the in- 
tereſt that God and Chriſt had in them; thine they 
were, and thou gaveſt them me. And another ar- 
gument, which Chriſt maketh uſe of to enforce his 
petition, is that which I have choſen for the ſubject 
of our preſent meditation. They have kept thy 
Word, 1.e. they have received it, believed and obeyed 
it, and know that it came from thee to them. The 


words afford us this 


OBSERVAT IO N, 
Tra the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious head 


of the church, doth, and ever will bear an honour- 


able and- comfortable teſtimony to the virtues and 
graces of his people. 


By the people of Chriſt I mean ſuch as make the 
word of God the rule of their life, the will of God the 
reaſon of all their conduct, and the. glory of God _ 1 
great end of all their actions. . Th 

1 . HEY 
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Tux are ſuch as Ged by his word and ſpirit en- 
ſtamps his image upon, and makes like himſelf, or as 
the apoſtle expreſſeth it, 2 Cor. iii, 18.——are changed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
 fhirit of the Lord, Ne? OPS INE. 


Tuxix hearts are conformed to his nature, to be 
merciful, good, bountiful, compaſſionate, patient hke 


him, according to the meaſure of their capacity; hence 


they love what he loveth, and hate what he hateth 5 
here is a conformity to the nature of God, and their 


wills are conformed to the will of: God. Hence they 


believe what he promiſes, and obey» what he commands, 


and of eyery of them it may be ſaid as the apoſtle Paul 


faith of himſelf, Gal. tt, 20. I am crucified with 
Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me; and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live 
by the faith of the ſon of God. Theſe are the people, of 


whom Chriſt doth, and ever will bear an honourable. 


* 


and comfortable teſtimony. 
; Bur to whom, where, why, or for what reafor 


Z 


may make way for the improvement. 


will he bear this teſtimony? Theſe things conſidered 


Iv the firſt place let us conſider to whom Chriſt 


Vill bear this teſtimony. And here I ſay that he will do 
it 0 his people themſelves, to their own conſciences, 
and that both by his word and ſpirit; his word is. @ 


lamp unto their feet, and alight unto their path. The ef- 
fect of their keeping God's word is inward, ſpiritual 


comfort, and ſatisfaction of mind; hence we read that 
the /tatutes of the Lord are right, rejaycing the heart; great 
peace have they that love God's law, and nothing Hu 


offend them; ber ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 0 
bf | : * er. ; 


{1 
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Her paths are peace. The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be 
peace, and the effect of righteouſneſs mois. and af- 


furance forever. 


Tur keeping of God's word has a natural ten- 
dency to preſerve the mind calm and ſteady. Nothing 
that is not infinitely kind and wiſe can be found in any 
part of God's word; from nence we may conclude that 
the great aim or end, in favouring us with his word, 

is to advance the happineſs of men z. nor can I con- 
ceive how a righteous man, one chat keeps God's 
word, ſhould be other than a happy and bleſſed 
man; who has his humble dependence on the mercy 

of God, and his firm reliance on the merit and pre- 
vailing interceſſion of .Chrift, pays his worſhip and 
adoration, in confeſſing the divine excellencies, loving 

God above all things, admiring his goodneſs, believ- 

ing his word, and doing all that which may in a pro- 
per and direct manner do him honour, and lives in the 
practice of righteouſneſs, truth and charity; all which 

the word of God teacheth. When the good man 
weighs theſe things in his mind, this will afford him 
ſatisfaction and comfort. 8 


Lr a man examine and prove TH own work, and 
ſee that it agrees with the word of God, and then he 
ſhall have rejoycing in himſelf alone. This made the 


4 | apoſtle break forth into that tranſport of joy, 2 Cor. 
v- 1, 12. Our reoycing is this, th teſtimony of our conſci- 
L | ence, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, we have bad 


= our converſation in the world. 


CERTANILY the goings of ſuch a man muſt be plea- 
fant, who hath Chriſt in his word witnefſing for him. 


Let che 85 owe upon him, let friends treat him 
| unkindly 
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unkindly, enemies inſult him, and nature fail him; yet 
his path way, when he retires within himſelf, and takes a 
ſurvey of himſelf and actions by the word of God, af- 
fords him true peace and ſerenity of mind, ſo that he 
may ſay with holy Job, My righteouſneſs I bold faſt, 
and will not let it go, my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo 
long as I live. TO 


As Chriſt bears this teſtimony to the conſciences 
of his people by his word, ſo he doth by his ſpirit, 
when the ſpirit brings home the ſoul to God, and en- 
ables it to yield a hearty, ſincere and univerſal obe- 
dience to God ; he takes up his reſidence 1n that ſoul, 
and ſheds abroad his holy and heavenly influences, by 
which the ſoul is made obedient; and wherever he 
dwells we may expect that comfort, ſatisfaction and 
Joy, becauſe itygs his office not only to convince, con- 
vert and ſanctify; but allo to be a witneſs, and to ad 
miniſter comfort and joy; hence we read Rom. vii 
16. The ſpirit it/elf aljo bezreth witneſs with our ſpi- 
it, that we are children of Ged. And upon this ac- 
count it is that our Saviour tiles him the comforter, 
John xiv, 26, 


2. CHRIST will bear this teſtimony to the 
world, by enabling his people to cauſe their light /o 
to ſhine before men, that they may ſee their good works and 
glorify their father which is in heaven. Hence the 


apoſtle exhorts to the practice of moral virtues ; hat- 


ſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, of a 
good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praiſe, think on-theſe things, And the ſcripture 
propoſeth honour as the reward of goodneſs and vir- 
tue; our Saviour promiſed it to thoſe who are humble 
and condeſcending ; he TE bumbleth himſelf ſhall Y ” 
; 95 BY | 1 alled. 


— 
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alted. And the apoſtle tells us, do that which is good, 
and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame the apoſtle alſo _ 
recommends to the Chriſtians of thoſe days, to get a . 
good name among infidels, even a good report of them 
which are without; and it is recorded to the honour of 
Demetrius, by John in his third epiſtle, that he had a 
good report of all men, and of the truth itſelf. Job tells 
us from his own experience, that when he delivered the 
poor that cried, the fatherleſs, and him that had none 
to help him, and could cauſe the widows heart to fing 
tor joy, the bleſſings of many that were ready to pe- 
riſh came upon him. Then when the ear heard him, 
it bleſſed. him, and when the eye ſaw him it gave wit- 
neſs to him. — | 
Wx men ſee that others are compaſſionate, ten- 
der-hearted, faithful, and willing to 'be helpful and 
ſerviceable to others, and that they love their neigh- 
bours as themſelves; when they ſee that they are juſt 
in all their dealings, true to their word, and faithful 
to their promiſes, and that they are reſolved to obey 
God, and make conſcience of what Chriſt has com- 
manded in his word ; they will have an high and ho- 
nourable eſteem of them, they will be obſerved and 
taken notice of not only by good men, but even by 
thoſe who are ſtrangers from the life of God. Even 
a Herod will admire and take notice of John the 
Baptiſt's auſterity and integrity; Feſtus and Agrippa 


of the apoſtle Paul's zeal ; and a Roman governor ß | 


the admirable behaviour of Jeſus of Nazareth. 


SoME may object here, becauſe Herod beheaded 
John, Feſtus told Paul that he was mad, and Pilate, 
the Roman governor, condemned. Jeſus of Nazareth ; 
therefore thoſe inſtances are not well choſen to ſupp rt 


the cauſe of virtue. But it ought to be remembered 


0 ; 
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that John the baptiſt fell a ſacrifice to the fury and 
malice, pride and fon of a luſtful woman, for being an 
obſtacle in the way of her licentious adultery. It ſeems 
Herod was very ſorry, yet commands the fact, and 
would excuſe himſelf from his oath ; that is, he made 
more conſcience of a raſh oath, than of a real murder; 
he choſe rather to violate conſcience, together with all 
principles of honour, and righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, 
and even humanity - itſelf, than to be expoſed to the 
contempt of perſons whoſe applauſe was really a re- 
proach. Herod could not but look 'upon John as an 
honeſt, pious, good man, and had heard him preach 
wich a great deal of pleaſure, and had been fo far in- 
fluenced by it as to comply with many duties which he 
taught; though his heart not being effectually chang- 
ed, he could by no means yield to his advice in a caſe 
that lay ſo directly contrary to his own luſt: 


Wurx Paul had finiſhed his defence, Agrippa, Feſ. 
tus and the whole Company acquitted him in their 
judgments and conſciences, and declared that he had 
done nothing worthy of death, or of bonds, Acts 
xxvi, 31. and that he might have been ſer at liberty 
if he had not appealed to Cæſar. ; 


Axp though Pilate, the Roman governor, condemn- 
ed Jeſus of Nazareth, yet he was perſuaded of - Je- 
ſus's innocency, and he was well fatisfied by the Jews 
management in the whole proſecution of Jeſus, at his 
tribunal, that it was envy and malice on account 

the high reputation he had gained among the people. 
Pilate was confirmed in the good opinion off "fehux, - 
and his inclination to favour him, by a meſſage from 
his wife, while he was ſitting in ju nt on this cauſe, 
for ſhe begged of him not to pa any ſevere ſentence 
N PEN 3 upon 


| perſecuting ſaints. 
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upon that righteous man who was now before, him, 


Matt, xxvii, 19. This was a ſpecial appearance of 


Providence to bear witneſs to Chriſt's innocency, while 
his enemfes were loading him with reproaches. Pilate 
appears anxious to ſet Jeſus at liberty; but finding 
that it was in vain to talk with them, becauſe they 


were obſtinately bent upon his death, he rock water 


and waſhed his hands, faying, I am innocent of the 
blood of this juſt perſon. It is obſervable that at the 
trial of Jeſus, none appeared to plead for him but on- 
ly Pilate and his wife, who both pronounced him 
righteous, though they were gentiles and aliens fram 
the commonwealth of Ifracl. His own countymen 
thirſted after his righteous and innocent blood, ® 


* 


1 


*The world is oppoſite to true holineſs, and has in all ages re- 
proached and perſecuted virtue. It is natural thence to expect 
that righteouſneſs ſhould be vilified, and this expectation has been 


fulfilled. Vet in this mixt ſtate, Chriſt has ſo ordered things, as 


to raiſe a tribute from the very enemies of virtue; while ſaints are 
It is not a greater paradox, it is not more un- 
natural that the wicked ſhould, through the couſtraints of an over- 
ruling Proyidence, bear an honourable teſtimony to that integrity 


and holineſs which they reproach and perſecute ; than that the 


godly ſhould abuſe and vilify the g8dly themſelves, who above all 
men ought to love one another. None fearing God will eaſily 
deny the eminent godlineſs of Crarmer and Cromwell, in the 
. days of K. Hen. VII. At that very time when K. Lenty himſe 

« diſputed in ſo famous an aſſembly againſt the bleſſed witneſs of 
« Chriſt Jeſus, John LAM BERT! find wwe not alſo holy CRANMER 
ah &ifputing before the King and that ſtately afjembly, againſt this poor 


40 Jervant of God, for that herrible ana monſtircus idol T. anſubſtan- 


10 tration © &c, Find we not there allo hyly and zialzus CROM-> 
«© WELL (at the King's command) reading that blecdy ſentence of 
« death againſt that bleſſed Laws of Chrift Feſus; who was thus 
« worried to death, not only by the bloody awelves the biſhops, 
« but even by thoſe holy /ambs of Chriſt, CRanmEer and C RON, 
« WILL allo! -. 8 | 81 
| R. Williams's bloody Tenent more blecdy, p. 278. J 


\ 


= 
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I ͤcoxrxss it is a more important matter to ſedte a 
good conſcience, than a good name; and to obtain 
pale in the ſight of God than from the lips of men; 
ut when 5 are both joined together by the favour 
of divine Providence, and virtue and piety have a large 
reward, our natures are fo framed and campoſed 
that we cannot help taking ſome ſatisfaction in it. A 
good report, faith the wiſe man, maketh the bones fat. 


t revives the heart to ſuch a degree as to FIND the 


* body more bealthful and vigorous. 


Hx that lives in the exerciſe of piety towards God, 
charity towards his neighbours, and ſobriety in regard 
to, himſelf, i. e. he that keeps God's word, will not 
only be well reputed of, but enjoy himſelf better than 


he that acts the reverſe, that practiſes all the arts of 


cheating, lying, over. reaching and circumvention, and 
ſtoops to every thing, how baſe and diſhonourable ſo- 
ever, which he thinks will turn to his preſent profit; 
and cares not what his neighbour thinks of him, or 
ſuffers by him, ſo he himſelf doth but gain by it. 
Such an one when he comes to be known, (as he will 
not long be able to conceal himſelf) will certainly 
Joſe his credit and reputation, and will be hated and 
diſpiſed, and every one will ſpeak reproachfully of him; 
whilſt on the other hand he that will keep God's 
word, befides the bleſſing of God, which he cannot 
fail of, will be ſure to meet with the approbation and 
love of all that know him; he will have few, if any, 
enemies, and will be reſpected, and well reported of 
by his moſt intimate acquaintance. Supe!” to 
np: If 
3. Jeſus Chriſt will give this teſtimony of We to 
his Father, before all the holy angels. He has gra- 
cioully promiſed chat ed will confeſs them before his 
father, 
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father, and his angels: 1. e. He will give an honour- 


able account of thoſe that keep his word, in like bleſ- 


ſed words with thoſe wherein he commended his diſ- 
ciples to his father in this parting prayer : Theſe are they 
to whom TI have manifeſted thy name, thou gaveſt them 
me, and they have kept thy word; for 1 have given unto 
them the words which thou gaveſt me, und they have re- 
cerved them, and they have known that I came from thee, 


and they have believed that thou didft ſend me, and theſe 


are mine, and all mine are thine, and I am glorified in 
them. O aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal ſon of God, ſhould bear ſuch 
a teſtimony as this! Lord, what is man, that thou 
ſhouldfſt take this notice of him? BE. 


II. I oo on no- in the ſecond place, to conſider 
when Chriſt, doth and will bear this teſtimony ; and 


here I ſay, - 


1. He doth it in this life. It has been the great 
artifice of the Devil to poſſeſs the minds of unthinking 
men with an opinion that religion is a melancholy, 
1ll-natured buſineſs, and an enemy to the comforts and 
honours of life; and that whoſoever engages in the 

actice of it, will lay himſelf open to the ſcoffs and 
inſults of the world, and that he muſt renounce all the 
honours, comforts and enjoyments of this life, But 
would men be perſuaded once to make the experiment, 
and would they forſake the dangerous paths of fin, =y 
walk in the way that leads to eternal life; would they 
retire from the world, and from a looſe and diſorderly 


life, and hearken to the voice of reaſon and religion, 


they would quickly find how groſsly they have been 
deceived; they would ſoon diſcover, and from thence 
admire, the beauty of holineſs, and be thoroughly con- 
PR Vui.nced 
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vinced that there is no pleaſure like that of a good con- 
ſcience, no real and ſolid happineſs, or comfort, but 
from the keeping of God's word. How is the mind 
of ſuch as live in the practice of religion filled with 
love, joy and ſatisfaction, that by the grace and good- 
neſs of God he 1s reſcued out of the jaws of the de- 
vouring lion, and delivered from ſin, ſhame and ſelf- 
condemnation, the ſore attendant of a guilty conſcience. 


THrzsz will tell you from their own experience, that 
they have found more true and ſubſtantial peace and 
ſatisfaction in the keeping of God's word, than ever 
they found in the molt ſenſual enjoyments ; that all 
their paſt pleaſures yield them no other fruits than 
thoſe bitter ones of ſhame and remorſe z; whereas in the 
practice of religion they find ſuch a ſpring of comfort, 
continually refreſhing their ſouls, as they would not 
part with for all this world can poſſibly afford. When 
a man reflects upon the actions of a well-ipent life, 
and conſiders that in and through Jeſus God is his 
friend, and that he has an intereſt in the favour of him 
who is the fountain of all good; infinite in mercy and 
loving kindneſs, as well as in power, not only able, 
but willing to aſſiſt him in all his difficulties; a being 
to whom he may have recourſe under all trials 
and temptations, and the greateſt calamities of life, 
to whom he may open all his wants, pour forth 
all his ſorrows, and may at all times with confidence 
look up as being aſſured that he has a powerful in- 
terceſſor in heaven, Jeſus the righteous, in whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgive - 
neſs of ſin, and who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all. 
that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever lives to 
make interceſſion. I ſay, when a man conſiders theſe 
things, and thinks that he is anſwering the great mw 
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of his creation; preſervation and redemption ; it muſt 
needs fill his mind with content and ſatisfaction, and 
having peace in his own conſcience, he abounds with 
comfort and ſatisfaction that is more ſubſtantial and 
Jaſting, and which vaſtly exceeds all the delights that 
ſenſual men are fond ot. 


2. CHRIST will bear this teſtimony at their death. 
The having kept. his word, and been perfect and 
upright, betore him therein, will be peace; this is the 
reſult of keeping God's word, what it naturally bends 
to and always aims at. I grant indeed the neglect to 
clear up our evidences, the ſtrength of tetnptation, 
the natural melancholy of a diſtempered body, may 
give a great deal of uneaſineſs even to good men when 
they come to die, and they may have ſome fearful 
apprehenſions at entering the dark valley of the ſha- 
dow of death. Yet, ordinarily, mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace. He that keeps God's word, as he 1s not 
aſhamed to live, ſo he is not afraid to die; he can 
meet his laſt enemy with a manly reſolution, and chriſ- | 
tian undauntedneſs, with caution, but in no bondage 
thro? fear of death; he can reflect upon the integrity of | 
f his heart, and the uprightneſs of his walk with a joy- 
. ful ſoul; our rejoycing is this (ſaith the apoſtle) the 
teſtimony of our conſciences, that in ſimplicity and 
; godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the | 
1 grace of God, we have had our converſation in the 
1 world; and he poſſeſſeth all peace, from the glorious _- * 
1 | proſpect that is before him. Henceforth there is laid up 
P For me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord God. the 
' righteous judge, fhall give me at that day, and not to me 
only, but unto all that love his appearing. As Chriſt _ 
will bear this teſtimony for them in life and death «& 


Na W 3. S 
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* 5 = | 
3. So he will in the great and laſt day before God, 
and all the hoſts of heaven; then will he ſay of 
them, and unto them, Theſe are they that have kept 
thy word, come ye .bleſſed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you. In that day Jeſus, the judge 
of all, will commend them, and reward them. Tho? 
all their ſervices cannot merit, or deſerve this honour, 
yet they ſhall be openly owned, commended and 
rewarded in the day of judgment. The conſideration 
of which ſhould encourage us now to faithfulneſs in 
his ſervice, . and patience under all our ſufferings, for 
our light afflictions for the word's ſake, which are but 
for a moment, ſhall be-followed with a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 0 


UI. Now let us conſider why, or for what reaſon; 
Chriſt will bear this teſtimony. _ RS 


Ir is not for his people to boaſt of, and to 
be puffed up with ſpiritual pride; no, for he reſiſteth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Thoſe 
that keep God's word are not a proud, but a thankful 
people; pride is their ſhame, and humility their glory: 


1. Chriſt doth this to comfort them under the dif- 
ficulties they are expoſed to and meet with in this 
world. For as a good conſcience gives a reliſh to all 
outward enjoyments, ſo it abates and takes of the 
edge of the ſharpeſt affliction; it not only enables a 
man to bear up under preſent evils, but fortifies him 
againſt the dread of future ones. It arms him with 
courage and reſolution, and gives him ſuch a firmneſs 
and preſence of mind, as makes him able to endure 
the greateſt ſhocks of adverſity. Solomon obſerves 
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that the wicked fleeth when no, man purſueth ; but 


the righteous are as bold as a lion. 


Tux Pſalmiſt tells us, The Lord faith, he is my light 
and my ſalvation, whom then ſhall T fear ? the Lord is 
the ftrength of my life, of whom ſhall. I be afraid? And 
again, Yea the 1 walk thro the dark valley of the ſha- 


aw of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, 


ihy. rod and thy flaff they comfert me. Yea he can re- 
joice in God, even amidſt afflictions, when he con- 
ſiders that as they come from the hand of a good and 
gracious God, who doth not afflict willingly, trouble 
nor grieve the children of men; ſo they are but for a 
moment, and if he makes a good uſe of them, they 
will be followed with an eternal weight of glory. 


2. Bzcavss they are often times condemned in the 
world; but the day is coming in which Chriſt will 
vindicate them from all their unjuſt cenſures. In this 
world many times good men are miſrepreſented to the 
world as proud, hypocritical, , factious, as was the 
apoſtle Paul: And if they can ſay with him, after 7he 
way which, they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my 


fathers, and have hope towards God, which they them- 


ſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a reſurrettion both of 
the juſt and the unjuſt, and herein do [exerciſe myſelf to 
have always a conſcience void of offence, both towards 
God and towards all men: If this exerciſe is our prac- 


rice, then at the day of judgment, will he bring forth 


our righteouſneſs as brightneſs, and the ſalvation there- 
of as a lamp that burneth. | 
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IMPROVEMEN x. 


1. War we have heard ſhews us the great honour 
that Jeſus the head of the church confers upon his 
people, in bearing ſuch an honourable and comfortable 
teſtimony concerning them; he ' acknowledges the 
graces that are in them, and*the duties performed by 
his people; although their graces are nothing elſe but 
ſo many drops from Chriſt's own fulneſs, for of his 
fulneſs it is that they receive and grace for grace; and 
their duties and graces are ſo many expreſſions of his 
own ſpirit in them; yet he is pleafed to aſcribe the 
praiſe and glory, both of their graces and duties, unto 
the ſaints, as if not only the acts themſelves, but the 
principle alſo from which they acted, had been their 
own. This is truly wonderful, here is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and heighth of the love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge] Chriſt will be glo- 
rified in their ſouls, and admired in all them that 
believe, | e 8 

2. From what has been ſaid, let us all be exhorted 
ſo to behave ourſelves that we may have the appro- 


bation of our own conſciences, and of Jeſus Chriſt 


the amen, the true and faithful witneſs, and judge of all. 
Let us be careful to approve ourſelves-to God, and 
our own conſciences, walking in all his ordinances and 
commandments blameleſs; and as the grace of God 
teacheth us, let us live in the exerciſe of piety towards 
God, charity in regard to our neighbour, and in ſo- 


- 


briety in regard to ourſelves. 


To this end let us acquaint ourſelves with the 
word of God, which is given by jnſpiration, and is 
Es ot | able 
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; le to make wiſe the ſimple ; » and ſee what it is that 


God requires of us therein ; how he would have us 
demean ourſelves towards himſelf, and how he would 
have us treat our fellow men. Let us examine our- 
ſelves by this rule, ſee how far we have already attain- 
ed, and what is yet wanting in us to render us perfect. 
Let us bring all our actions to this ſtandard, and let 
us regulate our whole life thereby. This is the way 
to preſerve us from every great tranſgreſſion; to keep 
our hearts in God's ſtatutes, to walk in vprightneſz 
before him, and to obtain his favourable and comfort- 
able teſtimony; for bleſſed are the undefiled in 35 


way, who walk in the law of the Lord. 


LET profeſſors of religion ever "Bens in theis minds 


that God ſearcheth all hearts, and hath pleafyre in up- 


rightneſs ; this will be a great preſervative from lin, it - 
will keep them from what the world calls little ſins, 
and from ſecret ſins, when perſons conſider that where- 
ever they are, whatever they are about, the eye of God 
is upon them. This will greatly help to promote in 
them the exerciſe of religion; and is this not one prin- 
cipal reaſon why nominal Chriſtians, who are ſeeming- 

ly exact and circumſpect in their walk, while under 
the eye and inſpection of their paſtors or preachers, 
yet when they are out of their obſervation, and travel 
abroad, indulge themſelves. in vice, to the reproach of 
their profeſſion ; I ſay, is it not owing to this that they 


do not realize God's preſence, and the Plealgre he hath 


in uprightnels ? ? 


WI ſhould alſo be earneſt in our ſupplications ta f 
the God of all grace, that he would enable us to keep 
his word; and that he. would beſtow upon us opt 


peace which. 15 the reward thereof. Den 
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 Gop is able to change our hearts, and to ineline 
them unto his teſtimonies; he can make new creaturds 
of us; it is eaſy with him to ſubdue our corrupt in- 
clinations, to turn the current of our thoughts and 
actions into a pure channel, and to teach us the way _ 
wherein we ſhould go; and for this he will be en- 
quired of to do it for us; ſee that great goſpel promiſe 
upon which he hath cauſed us to hope, Ezek. xxxv), 
25. &c, &c. Then vill I ſprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye ſhall be clean from all your filthingſs, and from 
all your idols will I cleanſe you; 4 new heart alſa will 
give you, aud a new ſpirit will I put within ya, 
and I will take away the ſtany heart out of your fleſh, 
and I will give you an heart of fleſh; and I will put m] 
[pirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in m ſtatutes, 
and ye ſball keep my judgments, and ye ſhall be my peo- 
ple, and I will be your God. Thus ſaith the Lord, I will 
yet for this be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael io do it 
for them. - N | : Ty 
' EncovRacetd then by ſuch great and precious pro- 
miſes, let us humbly and earneſtly implore his grace 
and fayour, that he would enlighten our minds in the 
knowledge of God, of Chriſt, and of ourſelves, that 
our ſtubborn and peryerſe wills may be renewed, that 
our corrupt and vicious aaffections may be regulated, 
that our conſciences may be purified, and our reaſon 
may be brought into ſubjection unto divine revelation, 
that God would fulfil all the good pleaſure: of: his 
goodneſs, and the work of faith with power, that the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be gloriſied in us, 
and we in him; that he would ſubdue our luſts, mor- 
tify our corruptions, crucify us to the world, working 
in us both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure, 
that the peace of Cod, which paſſeth underſtanding, may 
”Kle in our hearts; that he would guide us by his coun- 
ſel, till he ſhall receive us to glory. | | 
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3. From what has been ſaid we may infer, that dif. 
:honour, ſhame and miſery will attend all thoſe who 
caſt God's law behind their backs, and refuſe to keep 
his word; particularly thoſe who ſay that Jeſus ſhall 
not reign over them. The word and ſpirit of God 
teſtify againſt them ; their own conſciences condemn 
them ; good men are grieved for them, and the great 
God accounts them his enemies, and he is angry with 
them every day; and unleſs repentance and reforma- 
tion prevent, he will take a time to manifeſt his dif- 
pleaſure againſt them, for he is acquainted with all 
their ways, and their fins ſhall be laid open and bro't 
to judgment, and condemned to the diſmal regions 
below, where the worm never dies, and the fire is not 
quenched; their end ſhall be to be cut off forever; 
then will they find to their coſt, that however they 
had flattered themſelves in their evil ways, their int» 
quity is hateful. een TY 0 


- 4. In the laſt place ſee the great advantage there is 
in keeping God's word. It is advantageous to us in 
this preſent life, for the inward peace that attends it; 
it brightens the mind, removes the ſting which ac; 
companies unpardoned guilt, and renders a man ſub- 
miſſive and eaſy under all the allotments of Providence; 
it is adyantageous to us in the future life, for it will 
end in everlaſting peace. Thus is godlineſs profitable 
for all things, having the promiſe of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. This ought 
therefore to be preferred to all the advantages which 
this world propoſeth to .us, and no proſpect we may 
have of ſerving our worldly intereſts ſhould prevail 
with us to do any thing againſt God's word, or to 
mar our own ſincerity; but we ſhould eſteem the word 
of God and our own ſincerity preferable to the _ 
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than his neighbour. That we may all be of this ex- 
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cellent company, For this cauſe I bow my knees unto © 
the father + our Lord Feſus Chriſt, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, that he would 


grant you according to the riches of his glory, to be 
ſtrengthened with might by his ſpirit in the inner man, 
that Chriſt may dwell in your heart by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 


comprehend with all ſaints what is the breadth, and 


length, and depth, and height; and to know the love La 
of © 


hriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that ye might be 


filled with all the fulneſs of God. Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
aſk or think, according to the power which worketh - 
in us: Unto him be glory in the church by Chriſt 
Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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fine gold, and reſolve with holy Job, till I die I it 
not remove my integrity from me, my righteouſneſs T hold - | 
faſt and will not let it go, my heart 1 

me ſo long as I live; for this renders the ſaints the ex- 
cellent in the earth, and the righteous more excellent 
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